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1 . This I nternatio nal Searchi ng Authority 



(i) considers that there are 



(number of) inventions claimed in the international application covered 



by the claims indicated J&flKwYon the extra sheet: 



and it considers that the international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention 
(Rules 13. 1,13.2 and 13.3) for the reasons indicatecDt)e0fo/on the extra sheet: 



(ii) [x] has carried out a partial international search (see Annex) Q will establish the international search report 

on those parts of the international application which relate to the invention first mentioned in claims Nos.: 
see annex 



(iii) will establish the international search report on the other parts of the international application only if, and to the extent 
to which, additional fees are paid 

2. The applicant is hereby invited, within the time limit indicated above, to pay the amount indicated below: 

kttt? i.gsn r oo * 1 - — EIIB 1 -550,00 

Fee per additional invention number of additional inventions total amount of additional fees 



Or, . x = — 

The applicant is informed that, according to Rule 40.2(c), the payment of any additional fee may be made under protest, 

i.e., a reasoned statement to the effect that the international application complies with the requirement of unity of invention 
or that the amount of the required additional fee is excessive. 

3. r~l Claim(s) Nos have been found to be unsearchable under 

Article 17(2)(b) because of defects under Article 1 7(2)(a) and therefore have not been included with any invention. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. claims: 1-28, 32-37 

Apparatus and method for handling pipes. 



2. claims: 29-31 



A method for indicating slips of an elevator have engaged a 
pipe. 



The ISA has carried out a partial search which relates to the invention I 
mentioned above. The applicant Is Invited to pay an additional search fee 
for invention II, as listed above. * 

■ 

r 

The reasons for wh1crV~the present application has been deemed to contain 
two inventions which are not linked such that they form a single general 
inventive concept, as required by Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3|PCT are as 
follows: 

The prior art has been Identified as being Dl: US-A-2002/121160 which 
discloses a method and apparatus for handling pipes. 

■ 

Invention I: From a comparison of the disclosure of this prior art and 
the technical features of Independent claim 1 (which is the first 
Independent claim relating to invention I), the features which are known 
from Dl (see pages 4 and 5 in particular), are the following: 

- a body having a tapered surface and at least a first slip and a second 
slip slidable on the tapered surface, 

- a slip actuator for setting said at least first slip and said second 
slip 

so that the technical feature of claim 1 that can be seen to make a 
contribution over this prior art (Special Technical Features (STF), Rule 
13.2 PCT) is: 

- the first slip and the second slip have interengaging elements 
therebetween such that upon actuation of said slip actuator, said first 
slip 1s set and said second slip is set by the interengaging elements 
transferring the setting force from the slip actuator through said first 
slip to said second slip. 

From this STF the objective problem to be solved by the first Invention 
can be construed as: 

providing a slip mechanism whereby the at least two slips are configured 
with an Interengaging member which allows the slips to part from each 
other. These elements allows the transfer of force from the actuator to 
the slips therefore setting the slips simultaneously and unsetting the 
slips evenly, thereby reducing the damage to the pipe member and 
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increasing the grip on the pipe. 

Invention II: From a comparison of the disclosure of this prior art and 
the technical features of independent claim 29, the features of said 
claim that can be seen to make a contribution over this prior art (STF) 
are: 

- a piston passing a signal port upon which pressurised hydraulic fluid 
communicates with hydraulic fluid in a line connected to the signal port 
which indicates to the controller that the slips are actuated. 

From this, the objective problem to be solved can be construed as 
providing a method whereby the actuation of the slips 1s Indicated to the 
operator. 

The above analysis shows that the special technical features of invention 
I (claim 1) are neither the same as nor corresponding to those of 
invention II (claim 29). 

Also, examining the possible correspondence by technical effect, one 
finds the technical effect of the first invention to be the use of 
interengaglng elements to set a slip apparatus and that the technical 
effect of the second Invention to be the use of a hydraulic line to alert 
the operator that the slips have been set. 

This appears to show lack of corresponding technical effect as well. 
Consequently, neither the objective problem underlying the subjects of 
the two claimed inventions, nor their solutions as defined by the special 
technical features allow for a relationship to be established between the 
said inventions, which involves a single general Inventive concept. 

In conclusion therefore, the two groups of claims are not linked by 
common or corresponding special technical features and define two 
different inventions not linked by a single general inventive concept. 
The application does not meet the requirements of Unity of Invention as 
required in Rule 13(1) and (2) PCT. 

No search has been carried out for claims 29 to 31. 

The application relates to a plurality of inventions, or groups of 
Inventions, 1n the sense of Rule 13.1 PCT. They have been divided as 
defined above. If the applicant pays additional fees for the one not yet 
searched group of inventions, then the further search may reveal further 
prior art that gives evidence of a further lack of unity 'a posteriori 9 
within the one of the not yet searched group. In such a case only the 
first invention in this group of Inventions, which is considered to lack 
unity of Invention, will be the subject of a search. No further 
invitation to pay further additional fees will be Issued. This is because 
Article 17(3)(a) PCT stipulates that the ISA shall establish the 
International Search Report on those parts of the international 
application which relate to the Invention first mentioned 1n the claims 
('main invention') and for those parts which relate to inventions in 
respect of which the additional fees were paid. Neither the PCT nor the 
PCT guidelines provide a legal basis for further invitations to pay 
further additional search fees (W17/00, point 11 and Wl/97, points 
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I V/ I / UULU 



1 .TTie present communication is an Annex to the invitation to pay additional fees (Form PCT/ISA/206). It shows the 
results of the international search established on the parts of the international application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in claims Nos.: 

2.Tliii e t£mm\ffi ifeel(tJonai search repor&hich will be established according to Article 18 and Rule 43. 

3.if the applicant does not pay any additional search fees, the information appearing in this communication will be 
considered as the result of the international search and will be included as such in the international search report. 

4Jf the applicant pays additional fees, the international search report will contain both the information appearing in this 
communication and the results of the international search on other parts of the international application for which such 
fees will have been paid. 
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# A* document definkig the general state of the ait which te not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

'E* earfer document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

V document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

'P* document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



'V later document published after the mtemational filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
Invention 

a X a document of particular relevance: the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
Involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

a Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person stalled 
in the art. 
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